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Council Newsletter July 2020 

Grand Knight’s Message: 
Worthy, Brothers, I hope this 
communication finds you staying 
safe and well with your families. 
August 2020 has been a difficult 
month for our country in terms of 
natural disasters; we pray for all 
those impacted by the California 
wildfires, the huge Derecho storm 
in the mid-west, the ongoing dev-

astation caused by hurricane Laura which made landfall 
early this morning in Louisiana, and the ongoing impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

During August, we held our virtual membership meeting 
(the new name for what we called our business meeting) 
and a planning meeting. These were well attended and 
we focused on identifying activities that we can safely 
conduct through December. Christmas tree sales, a po-
tential tootsie roll drive, and our monthly prayer vigil at 
the Greenland abortion clinic, our Patriotic Rosary, as 
well as the 40 Days for Life Campaign, which begins Sep-
tember 23, are tops on our list. Also, the potential of 
holding a Delta Church Drive to attract new members. 

Some important activities we completed during the 
month were: A Knight’s prayer service during the wake 
for our departed brother, George St. Amour, may he rest 
in peace. The Back to School program held at St. 
Michael’s where our Knights carried backpacks full of 
school supplies to client’s cars. Maintenance work con-
ducted at Fr. Marc’s new parish in Salem. And the ARC 
blood drive held in Cotter Hall which was a huge success. 
ARC had targeted a collection of 20 pints of blood and 
achieved 29, which is a 45% increase over target. They 
were extremely happy and grateful and want to schedule 
another drive in November. We’ll see if the available 
dates work out. Lastly, our council’s 100th anniversary 
celebration at Portsmouth CC has been pushed out to 
August of 2021.  

Council Information: 
Council Hall: 11 Linden Street, Exeter NH 

Council Meetings: 
Business Meeting: 2nd Monday of the month @ 7:30PM 

Council Officers: 
Grand Knight—John J Vlastelin, (603) 292-5887 

Deputy Grand Knight—John Kelso, (603) 793-1064 

Chaplain—Fr. Matt Mason, 603-772-2494 x202 

Financial Secretary—Richard Harden, (603)772-2581 

Treasurer—John Baker, (978) 790-6087 

Chancellor—Peter Watson, (603) 702-0700 

Warden—Roger Blanchaud, (603) 347-1613 

Inside Guard—Jonathan Franck, (603) 580-1632 

Outside Guard—Dick Manix, (603) 772-3056 

Recorder—Chris Golas, (603) 926-1123 

Advocate—Bob Phelps, (207) 446-0554 

Lecturer—Dave Johnston, (603) 642-3281 

Trustee 1st Year—Mark Pittendreigh, (603) 772-0991 

Trustee 2nd Year—Glen White, (603) 580-1641 

Trustee 3rd Year—Mark Delaney, (603) 347-1151 

Council Directors: 
Program Director—Robert Jones, Jr, (603) 7702674 

Faith Director—Jonathan Franck, (603) 580-1632 

Life Director—Rob Eib, (603) 702-0569 

Family Director—Mark Pittendreigh, (603) 772-0991 

Community Director—Kevin Rowe, (603) 778-1697 

Membership Director—Dick Manix, (603) 772-3056 

State Officers: 
District Deputy—Michael O’Hare, (603) 679-9935 

State Deputy—Joseph Kowalik III, (603) 485-2082 
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That’s it for now. I look forward to seeing you at our next virtual membership meeting the evening of September 14, if 
not sooner. May God continue to bless you and your families and thank you, Brothers, for all you do for our council, 
our parish and community. 

Vivat Jesus! 

John Vlastelin 

Grand Knight, Exeter Council 2179 

Membership Meeting Minutes 
August business meeting was held on August 10, 2020 as a Zoom virtual meeting. 

Minutes from previous meeting: 
Previous meeting minutes were not available, therefore will be read at the September Membership Meeting 

Reading of membership applications: 
There were no new applications.  Grand Knight stated there are potential new young members at St. Mary's.  Member-
ship Chairman reported that the membership goal for this fraternal year is eight new members.  Currently there are 
160 members.  He stated that he needs help in approaching new potential candidates. 

Grand Knight Report: 
Excellent information provided at the Summer Quarterly meeting.  Some of the meeting highlights are: 

 $187,000,000 raised during the last fraternal year 

 172,000,000 hours of service 

 Carl Anderson (Supreme Knight) stated that now is not a time for panic 

 Supreme has improved their IT department 

 On-line membership is very successful 

 Dues are to be waived for unemployed brothers 

 There are key Faith in Action Programs to Build Domestic Church, such as the Into the Breach retreat 
program 

Fr. Matt Mason will be transferring to our council. 

Two seminarians have been assigned to our council’s RSVP program, including our brother knight Spencer Gregory. 

State Deputy, Joe Kowalik, reported the State Council Membership goal is 280 new members 

 Two new priest were ordained in June 

 Council meetings will no longer be called Business Meeting and Planning Meeting.  The Business Meeting will 
now be Membership Meeting, and Planning Meeting will now be Officers’ Meeting. 

Recent council activities: 
 Mark Pittendreigh and Ian Trefey helped out Fr. Marc at his new rectory in Salem 

 Mark Pittendreigh and four other knights helped out at the Back to School program. 

 On Saturday, August 1st, Fr. Matt celebrated the morning Mass for our council’s 100th Anniversary.  23 mem-
bers were present at the Mass. 

 Grand Knight drove through out the north country to deliver tootsie rolls to the northern councils. 

Treasurer Report: 
As of August 10, 2020, $7,878.76 in the checking account. 

Bills and Communication: 
None 

Trustees’ Report: 
Trustees completed the semi-annual audit. 

Service Directors’ Reports: 
Family Director—Mark Pittendreigh 

Life Director—Rob Eib.  40 Days for Life will be September 23rd to November 1st.  Monthly vigil at Greenland clinic on 
the last Saturdays of each month 
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Faith Director—Jonathan Frank 

Community Director—Kevin Rowe 

Retention Chairman—Ed Scanlon 

Committee Reports: 
100th Anniversary committee reported that the 100th Anniversary celebration has been postponed to August 1, 2021.  
Council has reimbursed Dick Manix for the 100th Anniversary gifts ($1500); Casey Association to reimburse the council. 

Unfinished Business: 
It was suggested the council present Fr. Marc with his going away gift at a Salem Council meeting. 

New Business: 
District Deputy, Michael O’Hare, and District Warden Thomas Fahey conducted the Installation of Officers. 

Blood Drive on August 22nd in St. Michael’s Cotter Hall. 

George St Amour passed way on August 8th.  The family requested a prayer service at his Wake on Wednesday August 
12th at 6:00PM. 

Insurance Agent’s Report: 
Insurance Agent Peter Pellerin reported that business has been slow; his goal is eight meetings per week.  Disability 
and Long Term Care insurance is available through the Knights of Columbus. 

District Deputy Report: 
District Deputy thanked the council for submitting forms on time.  The new state directories are available.  He recom-
mends the council members watch the Delta Church Drive video.  He also recommended that the council plan a re-
cruitment drive for the Fall. 

4th Degree Report: 
4th Degree Exemplification planned for November 14th, location TBD. 

Good of the Order: 
Prayers for the following: Ron Rioux, Roger Branchaud, the USA, Ed & Carolyn Scanlon, George Vining, and the repose 
of the soul of George St Amour (Kevin Rowe is his son-in-law). 

Lecturer’s Report: 

What does it mean to be a Brother Knight?  
II Reflections on Deus Caritas Est by Pope Benedict XVI 

Last month we discussed how God made us in His image and likeness, to love and to be loved. 

But how do we do this, who is our example? Well Christ Jesus of course. But we may find that difficult to imitate and 
Jesus being God, he had abilities and attributes we do not.  He is the perfect man and he is God. 

So who should we look to? How should we act? What should motivate us? What pitfalls should we avoid? 

So who do we look to for an example? Perhaps we had a kind neighbor that taught us some aspects of playing ball 
when we were young.  But then, perhaps he wasn’t so kind when we put a baseball through his window or hit his dog 
with a soccer ball. 

Perhaps or own father is a good model. Yet we did have an ability to frustrate him and he could frustrate us; besides, 
he had to love us, we were “in” the family. 

How should we act? Should we feel superior to those we are helping? Should we believe we are doing them a favor, or 
that we are doing God a favor? Do we act “put out” or grumpy when the assistance we are trying to give doesn’t work 
out the way we had planned or imagined? 

What should motivate us? Do we believe we are making the world a better place? Do we believe we are straightening 
out the mess God has allowed to accumulate? Are we proud of what we have done and ready to tell anyone who 
would listen? 

What pitfalls should we avoid? Pride – always; laziness – in activity and in prayer;   Anger – at anyone, whether on the 
team or ones we are assisting;   A desire to be 1st and get ahead of the others, contributing more and looking good for 
it; Desiring someone else’s equipment, position, recognition, anything. 

Other than Jesus, who should we model in our works of love? Who is the only one in Scripture to have given the per-
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fect and total yes to God?  Who never looked to promote themselves, but always took a back seat to Jesus’ ministry? 
Who ran towards the cross and not away from it? Who was so loved by Jesus that He fulfilled the 4th commandment 
and assumed their body and soul into heaven?  Who still visits us with apparitions, the message of which is the same as 
their last words recorded in Scripture: “Do whatever He tells you”? 

MARY of course.  A closing prayer from Pope Benedict XVI. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, you have given the world its true light, Jesus, your Son – the Son of God. 

You abandoned yourself completely to God's call and thus became a wellspring of the goodness which flows forth from 
him. 

Show us Jesus. Lead us to him. 

Teach us to know and love him, so that we too can become capable of true love and be fountains of living water in the 
midst of a thirsting world. 

David Johnston, Lecturer 

Council 2179 100th Anniversary: 
Due to the continued COVID19 restrictions, the council’s 100th Anniversary has been postponed until August 1, 2021.  
Invitations will be sent out to the membership.  Updates will be provided on our Council’s website, http://
kofc2179.org/ 

Council Meeting: 
Due to the COVID19 restrictions, the council business meetings will be Zoom Virtual Meeting. Invitations are sent out 
to the membership with the Zoom Meeting link. 

http://kofc2179.org
http://kofc2179.org
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August Milestones: 

Birthdays: 
Rev John B Finnigan—91 

Richard A Lepage—82 

Ronald J Rioux—78 

Thomas F Powers—72 

Roger Q Smyth III—65 

John F Baker—63 

Dr Mark L Reeder—55 

Robert Collopy—55 

Rev Bartholomew I Okonkwo—53 

Matthew T Mc Elroy—53 

Daniel G Doyle—53 

Mark S Pittendreigh—52 

Michael G Willerer—49 

Richard Feeney—41 

Alexandar F Blomeke—29 

Service Milestone 

Carol Korzeniewski Jr—50 

Lawrence J Harkovich—41 

Rev Brian J Kennedy—26 

Joseph Santaniello—8 

Robert J Gray—8 

Upcoming Council Activities: 

August 
 100th Anniversary Mass—Saturday August 1st 
 Casey Association Directors’ Meeting—Monday Au-

gust 3rd @ 7:00PM 
 Membership Meeting—Monday, August 10th @ 

7:30PM 
 Council Blood Drive—Saturday, August 22 from 10:00 

AM to 2:00 PM 
 Patriotic Rosary—Monday, August 24th @ 6:45PM 

 Council Officers and Directors Meeting—Monday, 
August 24th @ 7:30 

 Birthright Prayer Vigil at Greenland abortion clinic—
Saturday August 29th from 8:00 to 9:00 am 

September 
 Membership Meeting—Monday, Sept. 4th @ 7:30PM 
 Birthright Prayer Vigil at Greenland abortion clinic—

Saturday September 26th from 8:00 to 9:00 am 
 Patriotic Rosary—Monday, Sept. 28th @ 6:45PM 

 Officers’ Meeting—Saturday, Sept. 28th @ 7:30 PM 

October 
 Membership Meeting—Monday, Oct. 12th @ 

7:30PM 
 Patriotic Rosary—Monday, Oct. 26th @ 6:45PM 
 Officers’ Meeting—Saturday, Oct. 26th @ 7:30 PM 

 Birthright Prayer Vigil at Greenland abortion clinic—
Saturday October 31st from 8:00 to 9:00 am 

Up Coming State Events: 

August: 
 NH Exemplification of Charity, Unity, & Fraternity 

Friday August 21st at 7:00PM 

September: 
 NH Exemplification of Charity, Unity, & Fraternity 

Friday September 25th at 7:00PM 

October 
 State Ball & Charity Raffle—October 3rd, 5:00 -

8:00PM 

 State Council Fall Quarterly Meeting—October 18th, 
1:00-4:00PM 

 NH Exemplification of Charity, Unity, & Fraternity 
Friday October 23rd at 7:00PM 


